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Let Freedom Ring... 


) 


“Righteousness Exalteth a Nation: but sin is a reproach 
to any people.“Prov. 14:34. 


a 


“If my people, which are called by my name, shall 
humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and 
turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from 
heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their 
land.” II Curon. 7:14. 
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Reprieve From Compromise 





The recess in the Geneva conference is but a tem- 
porary interlude in designed blackmail. 







The Western powers have every legal right to 
keep their forces in Berlin. No where in _ the 
world is the ghastly difference between Communism 
and freedom more open for all to see and Russia 
knows this. West Berlin is a bee-hive of prosperous 
activity. East Berlin is dejected, tawdry and largely 
unrestored city of ruins. 













Because of this comparison, open for all to see 
this demonstration of the basic difference between 
freedom and regimentation — the Communists are 
determined to swallow up West Berlin into their 
orbit of influence and control. 


At the same time Russia is frantic to achieve a 
summit conference at which, as has been true in the 
past, she will use the occasion for world-wide propa- 
ganda and make promises which she will not keep. 


















All of this is a part of the slow and rewarding pro- 
cess of wearing down the Western powers and achiev- 
ing still more and more domination of the world. 







The real issue is not Berlin but Germany. Here 
is a country divided by Russia and the West. Ger- 
many has as much right to the status of a unified na- 
tion as have other nations. Russia knows free elec- 
tions in Germany would result in the utter defeat of 
Communism and the reunification of Germany on a 
basis committed to freedom and against world Com- 
munism. 










It is difficult to understand the failure of the 
Western powers to harp on this day in and day out. 
Here there is a perfect propaganda weapon against 
Russia. We should say: “take our hands off and leave 
to the German people the decision as to their future 
government, including all of Berlin”. 








If we would incessantly stress this point we would 
show up’ the perfidy of Russia for all the world to 
see. Russia knows she would lose in this fair solu- 
tion. Strange to say we spend much more time 
answering Russia than in making it necessary for 
Russia to answer us. 
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EDITORIAL 





THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


This delay in proceedings with a recess in the 
Geneva meetings until July 13th can well prove one 
of our last chances to avoid yet further compromises 
with Russia. 


On Saturday afternoon, June 20th, a strange radio 
program was presented over the Columbia Broad- 
casting Company. Mr. Ralph Bellamy, well known 
actor, read in a most effective way Mr. Walter Lipp- 
man’s article in a recent issue of LOOK magazine. 
The title of the program was, “Search for Peace” and 
is was sponsored by the local Junior League. 


This proved to be an impassioned plea for America 
to deal with Russia on terms of equality, recognizing 
the might of Russia and laying great stress on her 
(supposed) superiority in the air. 


Regardless of the intentions of all concerned this 
program could lead to yet further compromises with 
Russia. This may have been an honest attempt to 
face the world situation with “realism”. To the 
writer, as he listened, it sounded like a most effective 
method of weakening America’s determination to live 
by principle and not expediency. 


The America which will celebrate Independence 
Day on July 4th has ramparts to guard and God- 
given tasks to perform. Neither flag waving, patriotic 
speeches nor double-headers in ball parks (and we 
love ’em), will meet the situation we face today. We 
are confronted by foes on two fronts; militant Com- 
munism with world-domination as its aim from with- 
out, and moral and spiritual degeneration and dis- 
integration from within. Either can and will destroy 
America. 


It is our internal problems which are of primary 
importance. It is their presence which makes the 
external pressures increasingly dangerous. Because 
of the former we will inevitably be led to compromise 
on the latter. 


The future of America depends primarily not on 
the might of her fighting forces, nor on any advances 
she may achieve in the field of science. Rather it 
depends on those inner qualities of soul and spirit 
which come from reverential trust in God. 
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This oft-quoted verse should be pondered and 


acted upon: 


“If my people, which are called by my name, 
shall humble themselves, and pray, and 
seek my face, and turn from their wicked 
ways; then will I hear from heaven, and 
will forgive their sin, and will heal their 


land.” 


It is we Christians who today are “called by His 
name”. Let us who have named the name of Christ 
become Christians in the real sense of the word and 
we have within our grasp the means which, by God's 
mercy could lead to national salvation. Let our lives 
be conformed to the living Christ by the power of the 
Holy Spirit and God will use us for His own glory. 

Therein lies the basic problem. 


‘LORD GOD OF HOSTS, BE WITH US YET, 
LEST WE FORGET, LEST WE FORGET.” 
—L. N. B. 





Predictions and Commands 


The apostle Peter tells us that the object of his 
second letter was to recall certain facts to mind and 
thereby strengthen the Christian witness of believers. 

In II Peter 3:2 we read: 

“That you should remember the predictions 
of the holy prophets and the command 
ments of the Lord and Saviour through 
your apostles”. 

(RSV) 

For there he proceeds to tell of scoffers who were 
to come, holding up to ridicule the promised return 
of our Lord. At the same time he assures us that 
any apparent delay in the final and catyclismic events 
of the age is due solely to God’s mercy on the one 
hand and His evaluation of time on the other. 


Down to the present moment the unbelieving 
world moves towards this final denouement unaware 
of its certainty, and, unmoved by the commands of 
the One through Whom alone escape may be found. 


We Christians have placed in our hands the pre- 
dictions of the holy prophets, but how often we ignore 
them. We also have the commands of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and pay them slight heed. 


Some of the so-called “prophetic preaching” of our 
day is nothing more than the espousing of socio-po- 
litical philosophies which are basically humanistic. 
There is no genuine prophetic voice which ignores the 
sinfulness of men, God’s judgment on sin, and God’s 
provision for man’s redemption. 


That man must deal justly with his fellow is pro- 
phetic preaching. That the love and justice which 


God requires of man can only be exercised by the 
redeemed is also prophetic preaching. It is the con- 
sistent ignoring of the way of redemption which 
reduces any preaching to the level of human phil- 
osophy. 


The “offense of the Cross” is just as real today as 
it was in the days of Paul. There is no easy way to 
salvation: nor is there any short cut to the King- 
dom of God. The new birth (spiritual regeneration) 
is as necessary and as much a reality as are the facts 
of our physical birth. To minimize or explain away 
this work of the Holy Spirit is to reject LIFE itself. 


An analysis of modern books of sermons reveals 
an alarming lack of Gospel preaching. Ethics — yes. 
Sociology — yes. Political economy — yes. God’s 
judgment on sin, either on the Cross or on the un- 
repentant sinner — only occasionally. 


The holy prophets made many predictions. Some 
have been fulfilled, others remain to be fulfilled. 


Our Lord gave many commands. How few of us 
heed them! 


The whole counsel of God covers a limitless variety 
of truth — truth revealed in the Scriptures and in- 
tended to be preached, believed and lived. 


Let us beware lest we choose merely peripheral 
elements of Christian truth and neglect those things 
which are basic — and without which there is no 
saving message. 

—L. N. B. 





Independence Day 


Today many of us are under the tyrannical rule 
of sin just as our forefathers were under the tryanni- 
cal rule of an English King. 


We celebrate the occasion of the declaration of 
our forefathers that they no longer would submit 
to this rule. They were willing to die for the free- 
dom they wanted, and many of them did. Many 
others suffered hardships and lost all their worldly 
possessions to be liberated from the unbearable state 
of their beings. 


It was not an easy thing for those who had openly 
declared themselves, to endure the ridicule of the 
loyalists of the day. There are many of us who occupy 
analogous situations. We are under the rule of Satan, 
but have not yet declared ourselves as ready to give 
up some of those worldly possessions and pleasures 
we cherish so dearly. 

And yet we are fighting a losing battle so long as 
we continue to acknowledge, by acquiescence, our 
allegiance to Satan. 

Would this not be a fine day to make our personal 
declaration of independence — independence from 
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our former allegiance, and dependence upon God? 


Then we can be assured of victory. 
can only be assured of defeat. 


Until then we 


First, of course, we must realize that we are under 
Satan’s rule, else we will not feel any need for a 
change. Second, we must recognize our inability to 
overcome our enemy by our own strength. And, 
third, we must make our declaration — our public 
confession before men that we are sinners, in need 
of a redeemer, and accept the Lord Jesus as our 
Saviour. He is waiting. Why not make this your 
personal declaration day? 

—R. LeC. 





How I Love Thy Law 


Psalm 119:97 


Both the nineteenth and the one hundred and 
nineteenth psalms celebrate the praise of God's law. 
In the fortieth psalm, some of which is quoted of 
Christ in Hebrews, the Psalmist delights to do God's 
will, “Yea Thy law is within my heart.” The great 
psalm of gratitude for God’s mercies, is sung by 
those who keep His covenant and remember His 
precepts to do them, even as the angels do His com- 
mandments, harkening unto the voice of His word 
Psalm 103. According to both Jeremiah and the 
Epistle to the Hebrews, in the new covenant God 
makes Himself our God and us His people, He for- 
gives our sins and writes His laws upon our hearts 
and minds. 


The Apostle Paul commends the law as holy, and 
the commandment as holy and just and good, Rom. 
7:12; and calls on children to obey the fifth com- 
mandment that it may be well with them on the 
earth, Eph. 6:1. Our Lord said that He came not to 
destroy the law but to fulfill it, that whosoever shall 
break one of the least of these commandments and 
teach men so shall be called least in the Kingdom, 
Matt. 5:7-20. In His farewell discourse, He tenderly 
reminded the disciples, If ye love ME, ye will keep 
MY commandments, John 14:15. In the Old Testa- 
ment, Abraham has, at times, been singled out as the 
man of faith not of law. Of course, Abraham is the 
great example of faith, but in Gen. 26:5 God summa- 
rizes his life by declaring that Abraham has obeyed 
My voice, and kept My charge, My commandments, 
My statutes and My laws. 


On the other hand there are numerous passages 
which show us that we are not saved by law-keeping. 
CHRIST IS THE END OF THE LAW FOR JUSTI- 
FYING RIGHTEOUSNESS TO EVERYONE WHO 
BELIEVES. But just as Ephesians, after emphasizing 
that we are saved by grace, not by works, concludes 
by reminding us THAT WE WERE CREATED IN 
CHRIST JESUS UNTO GOOD WORKS WHICH 
GOD BEFORE ORDAINED THAT WE SHOULD 
WALK IN THEM; even so we are not saved by law 
keeping but we are saved unto the obedience of 
faith which leads us to obey the will of our loving 
heavenly Father — whose will is expressed, at least 
in part, in the law of God. This needs some careful 
thinking, but loving God with all our minds invites 
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mental perspiration. And that not least on the diffi- 
culty of correlating the free offer of the Gospel to 
sinners, with the faithful observance of our Lord's 
teaching basing marriage on creation and thus mak- 
ing it indissoluable. 

Dr. Thornwell once said 
crucified between two thieves, neonomianism (legal- 
ism) which steals from the Saviour the glory of 
justifying His people and anti-nomians which robs 
Him of the glory of sanctifying them. Old “Rabbi” 
John Duncan of Scotland warned us that the root of 
every heresy is anti-nomianism — the setting up of 
our minds or our wills instead of God’s. Machen 
has put it: 

The Gospel does not abrogate the law of God, but 
it makes men love it with all their hearts. For 
Calvin, “The state of a Christian under the law of 
grace consists not in unbounded license, uncontrolled 
by any law, but in being engrafted into Christ by 
Whose grace they are delivered from the curse of the 
law, and by Whose Spirit they have the law inscribed 
on their hearts, Jnstitutes I1 viii. 57. 


that Christ is always 


In Luther’s great exposition of salvation by grace 
through faith in Jesus Christ, his commentary on Ga- 
latians, the father of the Reformation points out 
that there are two ways of keeping or trying to keep 
the law of God. One is the way of the legalist and 
the other the way of the believer. The legalist comes 
to the law merely as a set of external prescriptions 
and having met these external requirements boasts 
of having done as much or more than God required. 
Thus he fancies that he has merited eternal life. 


On the other hand, the believer comes to God in 
Christ first as the grace-giver and then later learns 
that the grace-giver is also the lawgiver. Having 
learned to love the Father as the grace-giver, he 
still loves God as the law-giver. And loving God, he 
sings “How love I THY law.” As he moved from 
God the grace-giver, to God the law-giver, so he moves 
from God the Father to the law, as His loving will. 
Then the law is no longer a series of arid proposi- 
tions, but it is an expression of the love and the 
heart of the Father. He tries to do the will of His 
loving Father, even as Jesus successfully did this 
will. But the believer knows that all of his own 
obedience to this loving will of the Father is imperfect 
and far short of what it ought to be. Accordingly, 
he never boasts of having kept it perfectly. He ever 
trusts in Christ’s having kept it for him. And yet 
the effort of the believer to do the will of the gracious 
heavenly Father is a nearer keeping of the true intent 
of the commandments of God than is the proud and 
boastful law-keeping of the legalist. As the last book 
in the Bible tells us, the saints are those who keep 
the commandments of God and hold the faith or 
the testimony of Jesus, Rev. 12:17; 14:12. 


—W.C. R. 
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Liberal Religions vs. Christianity 


The General Board of the National Council of 

Churches, in a recent meeting in Seattle, Washing- 
ton, took several actions, among which it—called on 
the churches to take an interest in the problem of 
the employment of workers over 40 years of age; 
— called on the churches to support efforts to secure 
a high rate of employment of handicapped persons; 
— warned the churches against the pending “Chris- 
tian amendment” to the Constitution of the U. S., 
saying that it downgrades the fundamental religious 
and theological concepts in the word “Christian.” 


Now we cannot help being struck by the contrast 
between the things supported by the liberal religious 
mentality and the things opposed by the liberal 
mind. 


The “Christian amendment” to the Constitution 
seeks to change the secular (which usually means 
atheistic) character of our Constitution and make 
our country officially a Christian nation. The only 
theological affirmation in the amendment is as fol- 
lows: “This nation devoutly recognizes the authority 
and law of Jesus Christ, Saviour and Ruler of nations, 
through whom are bestowed the blessings of Al- 
mighty God.” The amendment goes on to preserve 
the separation of Church and State and recognize 
the rights of minorities, upholding everyone’s free- 
dom of conscience. 


We are not herewith taking up the cudgel for this 
amendment, which has been placed before the last 
several Congresses, thus far without success. (Sup- 
ported by such men as Peter Marshall, it is designed 
to bring an end to the confusion occurring in our 
courts when a school board rules that the Ten Com- 
mandments cannot be repeated in the classroom, 
because the Constitution is unflavored by any re- 
ligion). However, we believe that Christians should 
be continually reminded of the forces opposing basic 
Christianity from within the Church. To save us, 
we cannot see how the above affirmation “downgrades 
the fundamental religious and theological concepts 
in the word ‘Christian’.” 

The “liberal” mind, wherever found, confuses eco- 
nomic and social issues with Christianity, often reg- 
istering opposition to things Christian. II John 9-11. 

—G. A. T. 





Out of the Depth 


Psalm 130:1 


I have never been down in a well but once. We 
tried to dig a well on a farm and I took a notion 
to get in the big bucket and be let down. I was 
glad to get back up again. A well is a gloomy place. 


When down in a well there is only one way to 
look, and that is UP. So when the psalmist was in 
the depth he looked up and cried unto the Lord, 
and so can we. 


Some people live in the depth of sin. They have 
never repented of their sins, never come in faith to 


God through Christ and received full and free for- 
giveness. Man was made in the image of God, but 
sin has turned many men into images of the beast. 
We can have the image of God restored for there is 
“plenteous redemption” in Christ. Many who have 
sunk in the mire in the bottom of the well of sin 
and shame have been born again and become the 
sons of God, for to as many as received Him, to 
them gave He the power to become the children of 
God, even as many as believe on His name. 


Some people spend a lot of time in the depth of 
sorrow. It may be that they are invalids, suffering 
terribly day and night. Where is help to be found? 
Our friends and loved ones are full of sympathy 
and help all they can, but the best source of help 
and comfort and strength is in the Man of Sorrows 
who was made sin for us and who carries our griefs 
and sorrows. It will help us to read and read again 
and again the account of Jesus in those last days 
before His death and realize something of His agony 
in body, mind, and soul as He drank the bitter cup, 
and remember He did it all for us. Jesus went into 
the depth that He might be the Saviour we need. 
Then, many have the sorrows of bereavement. In all 
our sorrow and suffering there is no one who can 
help like the Man of Sorrows. 


Some sink at times in the depth of discouragement. 
We think of Elijah, of Martin Luther, of Spurgeon. 
I suppose almost all of us have periods of depression, 
of “the blues”. No one can lift us up like the Lord. 
How often He says, Be of good courage, for I am 
with thee, I will never fail thee or forsake thee. The 
well of discouragement is deep. Let us cry unto 
the Lord and He will strengthen our hearts when 
our courage fails and our hope and peace seem al- 
most gone. 


This 130th Psalm is a fine prayer for those who 
are in the depth of sin or sorrow or suffering or 
discouragement. “I wait for the Lord, my soul doth 
wait, and in His word do I hope.” 

—J.K. P. 





He Is Able To Deliver Thee 


“Is Jesus Christ, who carried our sins and guilt 
on the Cross and who has reconciled us to God, 
really able to deliver us from the evil demon of our 
daily sins? 


“To these questions Jesus gives an answer. Yes, 
He says, provided you embrace the truth, provided 
you sharply examine the truth of your quest for 
salvation and the infinite love of God, and hold on 
to that truth and that love. It is possible, if you stop 
cherishing illusions about yourselves and stop sooth- 
ing and pacifying yourselves with all kinds of non- 
sense. Yes, it is, Christ says, if you really want de- 
liverance and if your desire is not only a sudden 
flush and impulse but a complete, genuine, and 
daily willingness. Yes, He says, provided you firmly 
and surely believe that your Heavenly Father with 
open arms will release for you the unlimited powers 
of the Holy Spirit. Yes, provided you not only are 
concerned to be delivered from that troublesome 
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and annoying thing that you call sin, but earnestly 
desire to live again in a right relationship with God. 


“And if that is so, Christ says, I stand with you 
and behind you. Then I am ready to help you all 
the way, until you overcome triumphantly. Then | 
will make you really free. Then you can depend on 
Me completely. Then there is not a fairy-tale de- 
liverance, which none of us believes, but a deliver- 
ance which is true and real and full’. 


Here is Professor Joahn H. Bavinck’s answer to 
the enigmas of life. In FAITH AND ITS DIFFI- 
CULTIES the Professor of Missions at Amsterdam 
probes the mind of modern man and presents Christ 
with His Words and His Cross as the only answer. 
In the English rendering of this work, it is a distinct 
pleasure to welcome the great hearted Reformed 
publisher, Dr. Wm. B. Eerdmans as the translator 
with the touch of a master. * —Wnm. C. Robinson 


*Bavinck’s FAITH AND ITS DIFFICULTIES can 
be secured from the Southern Presbyterian Journal 
for $2.00. 





LEST WE FORGET 


(Con’t.) 


Pope Innocent VIII, in 1488, determined to per- 
secute the Waldenses. To this end he sent Albert 
de Capitaneis, Archdeacon of Cremona, to France, 
who, on arriving in Dauphiny, craved the assistance 
of the king’s lieutenant to exterminate them from 
the valley of Loyse. The lieutenant readily granted 
his assistance and marched a body of troops to the 
place, but when they arrived in the valley, they 
found that it had been deserted by the inhabitants, 
who had retired to the mountains and hid themselves 
in dens and caves of the earth. The archdeacon and 
lieutenant immediately followed them with their 
troops, and, catching many, cast them headlong from 
precipices, by which they were dashed to pieces. Sev- 
eral, however, retired to the innermost parts of the 
caverns, and knowing the intricacies, were able to 
conceal themselves. The archdeacon and lieutenant 
not being capable of finding them, ordered the 
mouths of the caves to be filled with faggots, which 
being lighted, those within were suffocated. On 
searching the caves, numerous children were found 
smothered, either in their cradles or in their mother’s 
arms; and upon the whole, about 3,000 men, women, 
and children were destroyed in this persecution. Af- 
ter this tragic work, the lieutenant and archdeacon 
proceeded with the troops of Pragelo and Frassaniere, 
to persecute the Waldenses in these parts. But these 
having heard the fate of their brethren in the valley 
of Loyse, thought proper to arm themselves; and by 
fortifying the different avenues, and bravely disput- 
ing the passages through them, they so harassed the 
troops, that the lieutenant was compelled to retire 
without effecting his purpose. 


In 1594 Anthony Fabria Christopher de Salience, 
having a commission to persecute the Waldenses of 
Dauphiny, put some to death, sequestered the estates 
of others, and confiscated the goods of many; but 


Louis XII coming to the crown in 1598, the Wal- 
denses petitioned him for a restitution of their prop- 
erties. The king determined to have the affair im- 
paritally canvassed, and sent a commission of his 
own, together with a commissary from the Pope, to 
make the proper inquiries. Witnesses against the 
Waldenses having been examined, the innocence of 
those poor people evidently appeared, and the king’s 
commissioner therefore declared that he only de- 
sired to be as good a Christian as the worst of them. 
This favorable report being made to the king, he im- 
mediately gave orders that the Waldenses should 
have their property restored to them. Since the Arch- 
bishop of Ambrone had the greatest quantity of 
their goods, it was generally imagined that he would 
set a laudable example to others by being the first 
to restore them. However, to the surprise of the 
people in general, and the affliction of the Wal- 
denses in particular, the prelate protested that he 
would not restore any of the property, for it was 
incorporated and become part of his archbishopric. 
He, however, with an affectation of candor, offered 
to relinquish several vineyards, of which he had 
dispossessed the sufferers, provided the lords of 
Dauphiny would restore all they had taken from 
them; but this the lords absolutely refused, being 
as fond of keeping their plunder as the archbishop 
himself. 


The Waldenses finding that they were not likely 
to recover any of their property, again appealed to 
the king; and the monarch having attended to their 
complaints wrote to the archbishop; but that artful 
and avaricious prelate replied, “That at the com- 
mencement of the persecution the Waldenses had been 
excommunicated by the Pope, in consequence of 
which their goods were distrained; therefore, till 
the sentence of excommunication was taken off, 
which had occasioned them to be seized, they could 
not be restored with propriety.” This plea was al- 
lowed to be reasonable; and application was in- 
effectually made to the Pope to remove the sentence 
of excommunication, the archbishop having used 
all his interest at the court of Rome to prevent the 
petition from succeeding. Thus were the poor Wal- 
denses robbed of their property, only because they 
would not sacrifice their consciences to the will of 
their enemies. 


When these people tirst spread from Dauphiny 
into Provence, they found it almost a desert, but by 
their great industry it soon abounded with corn, 
wine, oil, and fruit. Because the Pope was near them 
at his seat at Avignon, he heard occasionally many 
things concerning their differences with the Church 
of Rome, which greatly exasperated him, and he 
determined to persecute them with severity. His Pro- 
ceeding to extremities, under the sanction of ecclesi- 
astical authority only, without consulting the King 
of France, alarmed the latter, who sent his master 
of requests and his confessor to examine the affair. 
On their return they reported that the Waldenses 
were not such dangerous people as they had been 
represented; that they lived with perfect honesty, 
caused their children to be baptized, had them 
taught the Lord’s Prayer, Creed, and Ten Command- 
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ments, kept the Lord’s day sacred, feared God, hon- 
oured the king, and wished well to the State. 


“Then,” said the king, “they are much better 
Christians than myself or my catholic subjects, and, 
therefore, they shall not be persecuted.” The king 
was as good as his word, and sent orders to stop the 
persecution. 


Some time after, the inhabitants of Merindol re- 
ceived a summons that the heads of the families of 
that town should appear before the ecclesiastical 
court. When they appeared and confessed themselves 
Waldenses, they were ordered to be burnt, their fam- 
ilies outlawed, their habitations laid waste, and the 
woods that surrounded the town cut down two hun- 
dred paces square, so that the whole should be 
rendered desolate. The king, however, when informed 
of this barbarous decree, sent to countermand the 
execution of it; but his order was suppressed by 
Cardinal Tournon, and the greatest cruelties were 
consequently perpetrated with impunity. 


The president of Opede sent several companies of 
soldiers to burn some villages occupied by Protes- 
tants; this commission they too faithfully executed, 
exceeding it by a brutal treatment of the inhabitants, 
in which neither infancy, age, nor sex was spared. 
He also proclaimed that none should give any man- 
ner of assistance or sustenance to the sufferers. On 
reaching another small town, the president found only 
a boy who had surrendered himself to a soldier, the 
other inhabitants having deserted the place. The 
boy he ordered to be shot by the soldier to whom he 
had surrendered. He next marched against Cabrieres 
and began to cannonade it. At this time there were 
not above sixty poor peasants with their families in 
the town; and they sent him word that he need not 
expend powder and shot upon the place, as they 
were willing to open the gates and surrender, pro- 
vided they might be permitted to retire unmolested 
to Geneva or Germany. This was promised them; 
but the gates were no sooner opened, than the presi- 
dent ordered all the men to be cut to pieces, which 
command was immediately executed. Several women 
and children were driven into a large barn, which 
was set on fire. Other women and children having 
taken refuge in a church, the president ordered one 
of his officers to go and kill them all: the captain at 
first refused, saying, “Unnecessary cruelty is unbecom- 
ing a military man.” The president, displeased at his 
reply; said, “I charge you, on pain of being accused 
of mutiny, immediately to obey my orders;” the cap- 
tain, afraid of the consequences, thought proper to 
comply. The president then sent a detachment of 
his troops to ravage the town of Costa, which was 
done with the greatest barbarity. 


At length the judgment of God overtook this 
monster of cruelty; he was afflicted with a dreadful 
and most painful disease. In this extremity he sent 
for a surgeon from Arles, who, on examining his 
disorders, told him they were of a singular nature, 
and much worse than he had ever seen in any other 
person. He then took occasion to reprehend him for 
his cruelties, and told him that unless he repented, 
he might expect the hand of Heaven to fall still 
heavier upon him. On hearing this, the president 
flew into a violent passion, and ordered his attend- 
ants to seize the surgeon as a heretic. The surgeon, 
however, found means to escape, and soon after the 
president's disorder increased to a terrible degree. As 
he had found some little ease from the surgical 
operations, he again sent for the faithful physician, 
having been informed of the place of his retirement; 
his message was accompanied with an apology for 
his former behavior, and a promise of personal se- 
curity. The surgeon, forgiving what was past, went 
to him, but too late to be of any service; for he found 
the tyrant raving like a madman, and crying out 
that he had a fire within him. After blaspheming 
for some time, he expired in dreadful agonies. 


—G. H.C. 
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By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


BLESSING FOR AN ALIEN 


Ruth 
Isaiah 58:6-11 


Beckground Scripture: 


Devotional Reading: 


We come today to the study of the delightful book 
of Ruth — a story with a sad beginning and a happy 
ending. 


Before I begin this study let me review a little of 
what has taken place since our last lesson. Last 
Sunday we had Moses saying farewell to his people 
and entreating them to love the Lord and keep His 
commandments and serve Him and in that way bring 
a blessing upon themselves. At the same time he 
warned them that if they departed from Jehovah 
and worshipped the idols of Canaan they would 
be cursed and destroyed as a nation. 


Joshua followed Moses as leader of Israel and 
they went over Jordan, captured Jericho whose walls 
fell down, and in two briliant campaigns, one in 
the South and the other in the North, they conquered 
in the land as a whole. Joshua then divided the 
land among the ten and a half tribes. Two and a 
half tribes had already received their allotments on 
the East of Jordan. The Israelites followed the Lord 
all the days of Joshua and the elders that outlived 
Joshua, but at their death they began to forsake 
the Lord and go into the worship of the idols of 
Canaan. 


The Lord had commanded them to completely de- 
stroy all the inhabitants of Canaan and break to 
pieces their idols and altars. This they did not do. 
As we come to the first chapter of the book of Judges 
we read: Neither did Manasseh drive out the 


Canaanites ... Neither did Zebulun drive out the in- 
habitants of Kitron ... etc. They were satisfied with 


half-way victories and a partial obedience to the 
command of God. Therefore these nations became 
“as thorns in your sides, and their gods shall be a 
snare unto you”. We should never be satisfied with 
halfway obedience. God knew just what would hap- 
pen if they left any of the idolators and their idols 
in the land. 


And the children of Israel did evil in the sight 
of the Lord, and served Baalim. Then the Lord de- 
livered them into the hands of their enemies, who 
would oppress them and make their lives miserable. 
They would cry unto the Lord and He would raise up 
a deliverer who was called Judge. They were not 
supreme magistrates like Moses and Joshua but “‘tem- 
porary and special deliverers”, whose authority was 
limited to certain portions of the country. During 
this long period of the Judges there was constant 


war and confusion and almost anarchy. It was like 
the Dark Ages in Europe, a dark time in the history 
of Israel. Not until Samuel was there much sem- 
blance of order. There was no king, and every man 
did that which was right in his own eyes. 


The book of Ruth is a story of the times of the 
Judges and the dark and gloomy background makes 
it stand out like a star peeping through the clouds 
on a dark night. Let us go through this story with 
the sad beginning and its happy ending, gathering 
some lessons as we go. “The canonical authority of 
the book of Ruth has always been accepted”. 


I. A Sad Beginning: Chapter | 


In the days when the Judges ruled there was a 
famine in the land of Canaan. A famine is always 
a distressing and depressing thing. As long as people 
can get food they manage to endure most other 
calamities but when you are on the verge of starva- 
tion you will do almost anything to bring relief. A 
certain man of Bethlehem-judah decided that he and 
his wife and two sons would go over into the country 
of Moab to sojourn there. The name of the man 
was Elimelech, the name of his wife Naomi, and 
the name of his two sons, Mahlon and Chilion. Moab 
was a heathen land. The Moabites were descendents 
of Lot, but they had not retained the religion of Lot 
who is called a “righteous man” in spite of his going 
to Sodom and almost being destroyed. It is always 
sad to see people give up their homes and move, and 
it is doubly so when they move into heathen sur- 
roundings. There may have been a lack of faith on 
the part of Elimelech but we do not know that this 
is true. He evidently thought it best for them. 


They stay in the land of Moab about ten years 
and some more sad events took place. Elimelech 
died and Naomi was left with her two sons. We can 
imagine how she felt in her grief and loneliness with 
a burden upon her. Her two sons took them wives 
of the women of Moab. It is sad indeed when our 
children marry heathen. These two women, however, 
seem to be very good women even to start with, and 
Naomi seemed to have been a model mother-in-law 
for both Ruth and Orpah seemed to have loved hei 
very much. Now comes the death of Naomi’s two 
sons, Mahlon and Chilion, and we see the sad pic- 
ture of three widows in their helpless condition. 


Naomi hears that God had visited His people in 
giving them bread and she decides to go back to her 
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own country. The sad parting time comes. At first 
both her daughters-in-law said, Surely we will return 
with thee unto thy people, but when she remonstrated 
with them, they lifted up their voices and wept again 
and Orpah kissed her mother-in-law and went back 
to her own people and her own gods. Before we 
go with Ruth and Naomi let us think of Orpah. 
She had gotten a glimpse of the true religion; she, 
too, loved her mother-in-law, but she went back to 
her old life in Moab. It is always sad to see someone 
make a wrong choice. I cannot but feel sorry for her 
as she goes back to a heathen home and no doubt to 
the worship of heathen gods. It is true that Naomi 
urged her to go, and had but little to offer in material 
ways if she went with her. 


But Ruth clave unto her and made her brave and 
historic reply: “Intreat me not to leave thee, or to 
return from following after thee; for whither thou 
goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge; 
thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God”. 


They two came to Bethlehem and when the women 
said, Is this Naomi? she said to them, Call me not 
Naomi, call me Mara: for the Almighty hath dealt 
very bitterly with me. I went out full, and the Lord 
hath brought me home again empty. So far our 
story has been full of sorrow and sadness. We turn 
now to its happy ending. 


Il. A Happy Ending: Balance of Book 


The “happy ending” really began in the first 
chapter when Ruth made her choice, but it took time 
for this to bear fruit. 


Naomi had a kinsman whose name was Boaz. We 
are glad that there were some men left in Israel like 
this fine farmer. It almost seemed that there were 
no such men left as we read the book of Judges, but 
God always has a remnant who are loyal to Him. 
Notice how he greets his reapers; the Lord be with 
you; and notice how they respond, The Lord bless 
thee. This tells us a lot about Boaz and our admira- 
tion increases as we keep on with our story. In his 
courtesy and kindness to Ruth and in all that he 
does we find him a “Christian Gentleman” in modern 
language. 


Now let us take a look at Ruth. They had come 
to Bethlehem at the beginning of barley harvest. 
Here is Ruth’s opportunity of showing what she is. 
She immediately goes to the harvest field to glean 
after the reapers. God had commanded that the 
farmers should allow the poor to glean what was left. 
In that day this was a most practical provision for 
helping the poor. I often look at our harvest fields 
today and cannot help feeling sorry that so much 
grain is wasted. Of course, in our age of machinery 
this is unavoidable. In the time of Ruth there were 
many who were glad to gather up the grain. Boaz 
noticed her and spoke kindly to her and told her to 
abide fast by his maidens. At mealtime she was to 
come and eat with the reapers. He also told his 
reapers to let some handfuls fall on purpose for her 
to glean. She beat out what she had gleaned that 
day and it was about three pecks. When she reported 
to Naomi, her mother-in-law rejoiced and told her 
to stay with Boaz’s reapers. 
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Now we come to Naomi, the “match-maker”. My 
daughter, shall I not seek rest for thee, that it may 
be well with thee? Then she told Ruth her plan 
for letting Boaz know that she wanted him to take 
advantage of the law of inheritance. This law said 
that when a man died his nearest of kin should re- 
deem the inheritance and marry the widow of the 
dead. So she carried out the instructions of Naomi 
by making it clear that she sought his protection. 
We have to understand the customs of that time to 
appreciate the plan that Naomi suggested. 


The plan succeeded. Boaz called some ten elders 
together the next day and the nearest of kin and told 
them that Naomi was selling a parcel of land which 
belonged to Elimelech and asked whether this nearest 
of kin would redeem it. At first he said, I will re- 
deem it, but when he learned that Ruth went with 
the land and he would have to marry her, he refused. 
I can almost feel Boaz’s heart leap for joy, for he was 
evidently in love with Ruth. So Boaz, as next of kin, 
redeemed the land of Elimelech and took Ruth for 
his wife. 


This is not all, nor the most important part. A 
baby boy was born to Ruth and Boaz named him Obed 
and Obed begat Jesse and Jesse begat David. So 
Ruth the Moabite became one of the ancestors of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. So marvellous are the works 
of God. He can make our sorrows turn to joy and 
give a happy ending to a sad beginning. 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JULY 19, 1959 


WHAT IS RECREATION? 


Scripture: Psalm 8:3-8, I Corinthians 3:16-17 and 
6: 19-20 


Suggested Hymns: 
“Living for Jesus” 
“Give of Your Best to the Master” 


“More Like the Master” 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 


In the United States recreation has become big 
business. The citizens of this nation annually spend 
millions of dollars on recreation. Unquestionably 
much of what is passed in the name of recreation 
is not worthy of the name. There is no denying the 
value of it in our lives, but it is most important that 
we determine just what recreation is from a Christian 
point of view. We need to understand that being a 
Christian makes a difference in our attitude toward 
recreation. 

First Speaker: 

Sometimes we can help to define a thing by de- 
termining what it is not. This is surely true with 
regard to our definition of Christian recreation. Rec- 
reation is not just a matter of “killing time” although 
it does involve the use we make olf our leisure. It 
should never be wasteful of time or of anything else. 
Christian recreation is not synonymous with enter- 
tainment or amusement, although it can be both en- 
tertaining and amusing. As the leader has indicated, 
great sums of money are spent for recreation, but 
good recreation does not have to be expensive. Whole- 
some Christian recreation may call for the expendi- 
ture of considerable physical effort, but good recrea- 
tion is not exhausting, nor should it endanger the 
health or wellbeing of either participants or spec- 
tators. 

Second Speaker: 

Another way of approaching the matter of recrea- 
tion is to determine what it does. As the name im- 
plies, good recreation actually re-creates. It builds 
up the mind, spirit, and body of the one who par- 
ticipates. It is a time of refreshment for the whole 
person, the total personality. It is a time of whole- 
some and happy restoration for one who has come 
apart from the fatigue and responsibility of his reg- 
ular labors. Good recreation always results in a 
better person. It is helpful to others, and it glorifies 
God. Any activity which falls short of these accom- 
plishments is unworthy of the name “recreation”’. 


Departments 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS | 


am. ARS\ KG 


There are so many types of recreation that it 
would be impossible to list all the good activities. We | 


are simply suggesting some popular activities which 
can qualify as wholesome recreation for Christian 


young people: sports (especially those in which one 
can participate), games, music, art, writing, reading, 
photography, hiking, building things, craft work, 
growing things (plants and animals), and just plain 
conversation. It must be remembered that it is pos- 
sible to misuse activities which may be good in them- 


selves. 
of recreation, but it is not good at all when a person 
plays tennis until he is sick from exhaustion. Listen- 
ing to good music is wholesome recreation, but it | 


For instance, tennis can be a wonderful form 


is not good when a person does it so much that he 
neglect his studies or other responsibilities. To serve 
its best purpose, recreation must be kept in balance. 
Third Speaker: 

Recreation can have a very important place in 
our lives. Most of us really need frequent times of 


rest and refreshment. We are far more apt to do our 


regular work better, if we have these times of recrea- 


tion 


ol 


to renew ourselves. It is important in the life 
Christian because his character and influence 


are determined in large measure by his recreational 
activities. We are suggesting some questions to ask 
concerning your own recreation which should help 
you to see how well it measures up to Christian stan- 


dards. 


(Write the questions on a blackboard, and 


then test several kinds of activities by them. For an 
example, take movie going and hiking and apply 
each question to both.) 


ll. 


Does it honor God? 


If you could see Christ face to face, would you 
be glad for Him to see you doing this? 


Does it harm you physically or spiritually? 
Does it positively help you? 

Does it harm other people in any way at all? 
Does it really help them? 

Is it questionable in any way? Do you know 
any people who consider it questionable? 


Are you tempted to spend more time and money 
on it than you can afford? 


Can you pray about it? 


Do you really enjoy it, or do you just endure it 
because it is “the thing to do’? 


Does it interfere in any way with your service 


to Christ and the Church? 
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August Bible Study for 


Circle Bible Leaders 
on I Peter 


By the Rev. Albert H. Freundt, Jr. 
Forest, Mississippi 


The outline of the Epistle thus far is: 
I. Introduction. 1:1,2. 
II. Membership in God’s Family. 1:3-2:10. 
A. The Christian Inheritance. 1 :3-12. 
B. Holiness. 1:13-21 


C. Christian Progress and Brotherly Love. 
1 :22-2 :3. 


D. The Spiritual House. 2:4-8. 

E. The Spiritual People. 2:9,10. 
III. Christians in the World. 2:11-4:11. 
2:11-25. 


A. Citizenship and Submission. 


We are dividing this month’s study into two sections, 
which will be added to the outline above as (B) and 
(C). The first part, “Husbands and Wives” (3:1-7) 
is addressed to those who are expected to live together 
as Christians in the marriage relationship. The second, 
“The Christian Spirit in Life” (3:8-12), is written for 
Christians in all of their contacts within human society, 
with fellow-Christians and with all men in general. 
Throughout both sections, the general principle of sub- 
missiveness (2:13,18) is still in application. 


B. HUSBANDS AND WIVES. 3:1-7. (Study in your 
Bible.) 


1. The Duties of Christian Wives. 3:1-6. 


The law of God has been bearing upon all of a 
Christian’s relationships within human society. God’s 
ordinances apply in every area of life. In every aspect 
of his life the Christian must regulate his conduct ac- 
cording to any guiding principle or specific command 
that may apply in his case. Neither labor, citizenship, 
worship, nor, of course, marriage and home life are 
outside the realm of God’s authority. In our text, 
Peter is delivering God’s will for both members in 
the marriage partnership. 


We have a natural tendency to be interested in, and 
claim, the rights and privileges of these spheres, while 
being blind and deaf toward the corresponding duties 
and responsibilities. It is spiritually profitable, how- 
ever, that special attention be given to this subject which 
is important enough to be the object of divine revelation 
time and again. 








Wy 


a. Wives are to submit to their husbands. “Likewise, 
ye wives, be in subjection to your own husbands” (v. 1). 
The same command came repeatedly from God through 


the Apostle Paul (Eph. 5:22-24; Col. 3:18; Tit. 2:5). 


The Bible nowhere teaches the inferiority of the 
wife. But the wife who seeks to command or refuses 
to be obedient clearly breaks the order of God’s intention 
that the husband be the head of the household. Every 
human institution must have its head. The authority 
in the family life, under God, is delegated to the father. 
Whereas the responsibilities of modern family life have 
been more equally distributed between the husband and 
the wife, the final responsibility for decisions must fall 
upon the man. This is the arrangement ordered by 
God, and a wise, Christian wife recognizes and accepts 
this functional subordination. 


There is no wonder that there is so much perpetual 
strife and heartbreak in many contemporary marriages, 
when both members seek to be master. This is obviously 
impossible, as a house divided against itself cannot stand. 
If both are wise, the husband will take his responsible 
lead in the family life, and the wife will render her 
willing co-operation and assistance. Modern society 
which has disregarded the divine arrangement, and even 
perverted it, is overburdened with broken homes and 
divorce. 

Yet it is a fact that almost all people frown upon a 
woman who rules her husband and belittle a man who 
is in subjection to his wife. C. S$. Lewis said: “As far 
as I can see, even a woman who wants to be the head 
of her own house does not usually admire the same state 
of things when she tinds it going on next door. She 
is much more likely to say ‘Poor Mr. X! Why he allows 
that appalling woman to boss him about the way she 
does is more than I can imagine.’ I do not think she is 
even flattered if anyone mentions the fact of her own 
‘headship.’ There must be something unnatural about 
the rule of wives over husbands, because the wives 
themselves are half ashamed of it and despise the hus- 
bands whom they rule” (Mere Christianity, London, 
p. 89). 

The wife and the husband are equal before God 
and share responsibilities equally within the family. But 
when decisions cannot be mutually agreed upon, then 
the will of one must prevail, if there is to be any escape 
from confusion and the possible destruction of the 
marriage. The submission of the wife is a proof of her 
Christian devotion and of her compliance with the law 
of God. This arrangement does not overlook the fact 
that many husbands prove their inadequacy in the order- 
ing of their homes by their respective weaknesses or 
overbearing harshness in using authority. Nevertheless, 
the wife is to follow even the unwise decision of the 
husband. The limits of submission are reached only 
when the husband commands what is clearly contrary 
to truth and righteousness. In such cases, we must obey 
God rather than man. 
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It adds to the significance of the command, that wives 
are to be subject even to non-Christian husbands. The 
fact that one has married an unbeliever is not sufficient 
ground for dissolving a marriage. In fact, the context 
shows that it may be even more important (for the 
possible conversion of the husband) that the wife obey 
in all things that would not be subversive of her Christian 


faith. 


b. The wife is to be pure and undefiled in behavior. 
“They behold your chaste conversation coupled with 
fear” (v. 2). “Conversation” in the older English means 
not merely conversation or speech, but the whole course 
of conduct or manner of life. The conduct of a Chris- 
tian wife is to be consistently beautiful as the mark 
of a pure mind and a chaste heart. Purity will be evident 
from her manners, her talk, and her tastes. Her way 
of life will be to avoid unnecessary temptations for her- 
self and stumbling-blocks for those who observe her. 
In addition, her chaste conversation” will be “coupled 
with fear,” that is, a reverence for God’s righteous laws, 
and a fear of displeasing him. The idea is that people 
who know such a wife will attribute her modesty and 
beauty of character to the purity that is inspired by 


the Christian faith. 


c. The wife is to be adorned with inward beauty. 
“Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning 
of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of 
putting on of apparel; but let it be the hidden man of 
the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the 
ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the 
sight of God of great price’ (vv. 3,4). These words 
surely do not prohibit the dressing of one’s hair, the 
wearing of jewelry, or the use of clothes. The design 
of these verses is not so much to prohibit as to recom- 
mend. They forbid an overemphasis upon the wife’s 
physical appearance to the neglect of her inner char- 
acter and spiritual adornment. They point to two kinds 
of attractiveness, and they call upon the wife to develop 
that which is inward. 


“I have no doubt,” a Scottish preacher wrote, “that 
these words were intended to suggest some very im- 
portant hints as to the principles on which Christian 
women should regulate their dress. Christian women 
should carefully avoid everything which has the ap- 
pearance of immodesty or levity in dress. Abandoned 
women were, in the apostle’s time, distinguished by their 
very great attention to external ornament. Christian 
women, on the contrary, must adorn themselves in 
modest apparel. It is most unbecoming that a woman 
professing godliness should wear the attire of a harlot. 
No fashion can sanction such a mode of dress” (Brown, 


Expositary Discourses, I1, p. 202.). 


A woman who gives hours of her time and all her 
attention on the setting and cultivation of her physical 
beauty shows that her intention is to please men. How 
wonderful it would be if the same amount of time 
and concentration were given to developing the kind 
of spiritual beauty and disposition that counts with God. 


“The hidden man of the heart,” the personality, the 
incorruptbile soul, is worthy of treatment and adornment 
suitable to its immortal nature. “The appropriate orna- 
ments of the soul are truth and holiness, knowledge, 
faith, hope, love, joy, humility, wisdom, prudence, 
fortitude, gentleness, and all the other gifts and graces 


of the Spirit; these are the jewels with which the inner 
man should be adorned” (Jbid., p. 205). What a happy 
husband and family to be blessed with such a wife and 
mother! 


God most highly values in a Christian wife the twin 
ornaments of meekness and quietness. “Meek describes 
the way in which such a wife submits to her husband’s 
demands and intrusions by docile and gentle co-opera- 
tion. Quiet describes her complementary and constant 
attitude, and the character of her action or reaction 
towards her husband and towards life in general. She 
shows no sign of rebellion or resentment, fuss or flurry” 
(Alan M. Stibbs, The First Epistle General of Peter, 
Grand Rapids, Eerdmans, p. 125). 


Concerning meekness, Archbishop Leighton wrote: 
“Though it be not the country fashion, yet it is the 
fashion at Court, yea, it is the King’s own fashion, 
Matt. xi. 29, Learn cf me, for I am meek and lowly 
of heart. Some who are court-bred, will send for the 
masters of fashions; though they live not in the Court, 
and though the peasants think them strange dresses, yet 
they regard not that, but use them as finest and best. 
Care not what the world say; you are not to stay long 
with them. Desire to have both fashions and stuffs 
from Court, from heaven, this spirit of meekness, and it 
shall be sent you. It is never right in any thing with 
us, till we attain to this, to tread on the opinion of men, 
and eye nothing but God’s approbation” (Practical Com- 


mentary, pp. 358,359.) 


d. The wife is to follow the example of godly women 
in the past. “For after this manner in the old time the 
holy women also, who trusted in God, adorned them- 
selves, being in subjection unto their own husbands: 
even as Sara obeyed Abraham, calling him lord: whose 
daughters ye are, as long as ye do well, and are not 
afraid with any amazement” (vv. 5,6). 


The godly women of the past are inspiring examples 
for Christian wives. Their habit of obedience and 
beauty of character are worthy of imitation. Sarah, in 
particular, is noted, for she showed respect and proper 
deference to her husband as her “Lord,” or husband. 
Just as Christians are glad to be known as the “children 
of Abraham” (Gal. 3:7,9,29), Christian wives would 
do well to be enough like Sarah to qualify as her 
“spiritual daughters. 


e. The wife is to be interested in the conversion of 
her husband. “\f any obey not the word, they also may 
without the word be won by the conversation of the 
wives” (v. 1). We could paraphrase these words as 
follows: “If any husbands do not obey the Word, they 
may be won without a word by the manner of life of 
the wives.” 


The early church had many wives in it whose hus- 
bands had not become Christians. Most of the wives 
of Christian husbands must have followed them into 
the Christian faith; but many wives could unite with 
the church without their husbands feeling any necessity 
of joining them. And many of these husbands could 
not be reached by continually bringing the subject up 
in conversation. Peter suggests that in such cases the 
pure lives of the wives may become a witness without 
words, a victory without debate. 


There is no argument here for the permission of 
mixed marriages. But a wife may have become converted 
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after her marriage, or she may awaken to the realization 
that her husband never was a Christian. In such a case, 
the wife is not to desert her husband. She is rather to 
seek to win him to Christ, by word of mouth, if pos- 
sible; if not, then by eloquent silence. 


2. Duties of Christian Husbands. 3:7. 


As in any other relationship in life there are mutual 
obligations and reciprocal duties, we may expect the 
Scripture also to lay down certain principles which 
apply in the husband’s treatment of the wife. What 
Peter gives is not a full settlement of the husband’s 
corresponding duties. Paul goes into more detail in 


Eph. 5:25-33 and Col. 3:19. 


a. The husband is to exercise understanding’ Like- 
wise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowl- 
edge . . . as unto the weaker vessel” (v. 7). This is not 
so much a specific rule, as it is a guiding principle. In 
order to enter properly into his obligations towards the 
Christian wife God has given him, the husband must 
ever keep before him that he is in many respects the 
stronger physically (and the wife is largely dependent 
upon him whereas they are equally sharers in spiritual 
things. 


It is assumed that a Christian will treat his wife 
properly if he acts in all wisdom, intelligence, and under- 
standing towards her. “Her husband should sustain her 
weakness, and bear with her infirmities. . . . The apostle 
does not suppose that a Christian husband can be in- 
tentionally unkind to his wife; but he supposes that 
from want of consideration he may do injury in a degree 
he little thinks, to one whom he loves; and therefore 
he puts him in mind that his wife is the weaker vessel, 
and that it is his duty to dwell with her ‘according to 
knowledge.’ Very worthy men, not at all deficient in 
good sense or in good feeling either, but not distinguished 
by tact or sensibility, need the hint” (Brown, of. cit., p. 


230). 


b. The husband is to honor the wife. “Giving honour 
unto the wife . . . as being heirs together of the grace 
of life; that your prayers be not hindered” (v. 7). 


The “grace of life’ which both share is the favor 
of God that imparts spiritual life. It unites them to- 
gether within the spiritual realm as well as that of 
the natural. This requirement can only be fully and 
forcibly motivated when husband and wife are both 
Christian. In Christ, “there is neither male nor female” 
(Gal. 3:28). The Puritan Trapp remarked that “souls 
have no sexes” (Commentary on the New Testament, 
p. 711). The husband is to remember that spiritually 
the wife stands on the same level with him. He is to 
regard her with such a love as Christ has shown to 


the Church (Eph. 5:25). 


“He should, therefore, live with her as a man fully 
aware that, in addition to the natural enjoyment of each 
other, they are, as Christians, called together to a spiritual 
fellowship with God and Christ, a sphere in which his 
wife is not weaker or inferior, but a joint-heir. . . . For 
such a partnership is meant to be specially fruitful, not 
only physically in having children, but also spiritually 
in praying together and in seeing prayer answered” 
(Stibbs, of. cit., p. 127). 


The two partners to the marriage, which is blessed 
also by a spiritual bond, ought to give special care to 


keeping open their spiritual harmony with one another 
and their communication with God. They cannot pray 
together or share the things of the “grace of life’ who 
are careless in observing the counsel of Peter. Although 
a common spiritual experience and life will serve to 
bind the husband and wife together, disharmony in the 
natural realm will interrupt communion in the religious 


life. 
C. THE CHRISTIAN SPIRIT IN LIFE. 3:8-12. 


This section, beginning with “finally,” does not bring 
the epistle to a close. It draws to a conclusion these 
special injunctions for servants and subjects, citizens and 
sufferers, and husbands and wives. These veres, 8-12, 
are a summary of general duties in applying the Chris- 
tian spirit to all of one’s outward conduct. Here is the 
character which all Christians regardless of circumstance 
and calling can apply in their lives and social relations 
with others, both Christians and non-Christians. 


1. Duties of Christians to One Another. 3:8a. 


“Finally, be ye all of one mind, having compassion 
one to another, love as brethren” (v. 8). 


a. They must think alike. “Be ye all of one mind.” 
This is not an exhortation to uniformity of thought, 
or even to total agreement on all things religious. The 
command is more accurately: “mind the same things.” 
Christians ought to be interested in the same things 
and be united in opinion upon those doctrines and prac- 
tices that are essential to Christian faith and life. This 
unity does not rule out diversity outside of the essen- 
tials. There cannot help but be a very wide area of 
agreement when Christians seek to become informed 
by the Word of God and submissive to the same Lord 
Jesus Christ. Christians ought to be united upon those 
beliefs that divide Christianity from all of the non- 
Christian forms of religion. What the apostle would 
condemn would be disputes and divisions that have noth- 
ing to do with the essentials of the faith, One must 
admit that today many of the main contentions are over 
what is vital to the very heart of Christianity, such as, 
the reliability of the Bible, the deity of Christ, the 
actuality of the miraculous, and the significance of the 
atoning death of Christ. 


“As to practical principles, in which Christians must 
be all of one mind, they are such as the following: that 
‘we ought to obey God rather than man;’ that ‘things 
unseen and eternal’ are to be preferred to “things seen 
and temporal;’ that we must ‘deny ourselves, take up 
the cross and follow Christ,’ wherever he leads us; 
that the greatest suffering is to be chosen before the 
least sin; that we must become as little children, in 
order to enter into the kingdom of God; that ‘it is more 
blessed to give than to receive;’ that we should ‘live 
not to ourselves, but to him who died for us, and who 
rose again.’ With regard to these principles, and such 
principles as these, Christians must be of one mind. 
He who is otherwise minded, he who is oppositely 
minded, is not, and cannot be, a Christian” (Brown, 
op. cit., p. 251). 


b. They ought to share the same feelings. “Having 
compassion one of another.” The word in the Greek is 
that from which our word “sympathy” comes. But it 
means more than merely weeping with those who weep; 
it also implies rejoicing with those who rejoice. Chris- 
tians are to have common feelings. It should be evident 
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that those who think alike should be moved by the same 
emotions and should manifest similar sensibility. 


“The want of a manifestation of such feelings as a 
Christian profession gives the world a right to expect in 
an individual, and still more the manifestation of an 
opposite kind of feeling, excites suspicion both with 
regard to the man and his principles, leading to the 
conclusion either that he is a hypocrite, or, if he be not, 
that the system which he professes must either be a 
bad one, as making him a bad man, or at any rate a 
powerless one, as not having been able to make him 
a good man (Ibid., p. 259). 

c. They should love as brethren. Children of the 
same father and members of the same family are ex- 
pected to love one another. “Love as brethren, belongs 
peculiarly to the faithful; for where God is known as 
a Father, there only brotherhood really exists” (Calvin). 
t would be an outrageous thing if Christians, who be- 
long to the same spiritual community, did not love one 


another (I John 2:9-11; 3:10,14; 4:20). 


““Love’ is not identical with ‘like.’ Providence does 
not ask us whom we would like to be our brethren— 
that is settled for us; but we are bidden to love them, 
irrespective of our natural predilections and tastes. You 
say—That is impossible. But remember that true love 
does not necessarily originate in the emotions, but in 
the will; it consists not in feeling, but in doing; not in 
sentiment, but in action; not in soft words, but in noble 
and unselfish deeds” (F. B. Meyer, Tried By Fire, p. 
110). 


2. Duties of Christians to All Men. 3:8b:12. 


“Be pitiful, be courteous: not rendering evil for evil, 
or railing for railing: but contrariwise blessing.” 


a. They should he tenderhearted. “Be pitiful” is 
perhaps translated “tenderhearted.” In carrying out this 
command Christians ought to feel kindly and act merci- 
fully towards anyone in trouble. It is possible to disobey 
this requirement either by cruelty or by insensitivity 
towards those who need our help. If we really are 
tenderhearted, then we will do everything in our power 
to relieve those in particular distress. There is so much 
suffering and sorrow in the world that we have grown 
too hardened to the claims which those in distress have 
upon our prayers, our possessions, and our activity. 
Tenderheartedness is a Christian virtue. Only the Chris- 
tian has been the recipient of the love of God in such 
a special way when he was in greatest need; and he 
has the example of a merciful Saviour to follow. 


When a Christian helps to meet the needs of those 
who are about him, or have some special claim upon 
him, then he is to send out his heart and means to 
people throughout the whole world whom he is in a 
position to help. “Were Christians as pitiful as they 
should be, as they might reasonably be expected to be, 
there would be no want of Christian missionaries either 
for home or foreign service, and no want of funds for 
their support” (Brown, of. cit., p. 271). 


b. They must be courteous. Probably the best reading 
for the original of “be courteous” is “be humbleminded.” 
This is the attitude displayed by Christ and required 
of his disciples (Matt. 5:5,6). Friendliness and courtesy 
are its two byproducts. This characteristic, humility, 





is required in our dealings with all men, regardless of 
their position in the world or their spiritual condition. 
One might well study the lives of Abraham, Paul, and 
Christ to see it beautifully illustrated. If a man is truly 
humble, then he will be courteous and friendly towards 
everyone. It is impossible for a person to be a Christian 
whose behavior is always rude, overbearing, selfish, and 
thoughtless. 


c. They ought not to return evil for evil. “Not ren- 
dering evil for evil, or railing for railing: but contrari- 
wise blessing; knowing that ye are thereunto called, 
that ye should inherit a blessing” (v. 9). This advice 
is reinforced by an inspired paraphrase by Peter of 
Psalm 34:12-16, “For he that will love life, and see 
good days, let him refrain his tongue from evil, and his 
lips that they speak no guile: let him eschew evil, and 
do good; let him seek peace, and ensue it. For the eyes 
of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are 
open unto their prayers: but the face of the Lord is 


against them that do evil” (vv. 10-12). 


There ought to be an utter absence of retaliation in 
a Christian’s dealings with others. We are not free, 
of course, from the evil of other men’s slander and 
persecution, but we cannot use their methods of render- 
ing evil. We would be foolish to ask for their opposition, 
but we are expected to desire their real welfare and 
happiness. Called by God to render good to those 
who are evil towards us, we can afford to abstain from 
retaliation, in order to receive a great reward from 
God. Indeed, we are required to bless those who do us 
harm. “ “To bless,’ includes the ideas of speaking well 
of those who speak ill of us, showing them active kind- 
ness, i. e., bestowing blessings upon them, and praying 
God’s blessing upon them” (Stibbs, of. cit., p. 130). 
Then, “let us be like the rock on the wilderness march, 
which when smitten yielded water to thirsty hosts (Meyer, 
op. cit., p. 112). 


List several situations when a wife should refuse 
subjection to the husband. In what respects is a wife 
weaker than the huband? How are they equal before 
God? What do you think of the omission of the vow 
to obey from many modern marriage ceremonies? What 
do you think the apostle would say about our modern 
fashions in clothes and hair styles? Which makes the 
stronger impression upon you, another person’s appear- 
ance or personality? Is it ever right for a young girl 
to marry someone she knows is not a Christian? Would 
you like for your husband to read the words of this text 
over with you? Do we neglect many opportunities to be 
tenderhearted to people who come to us in need? 
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New York, June 9th— 


American congregations, seeking 
further means and insight into their 
Christian faith, are utilizing the 
drama to a once-unheard-of extent, 
participating in dramatic work 
groups, and developing skill in this 
means of expression. 


A factor in the improvement and 
extension of dramatic techniques in 
the churches is the religious drama 
workshops, sponsored each summer 
by the National Council of Churches. 

ok 


The National Board of the United 
Presbyterian Church, USA, has or- 
ganized a drama caravan to tour 
the southern states and western Penn- 
sylvania, showing how drama can be 
used in the church programs. A 
rhythmic choir is included. 

NCC Bulletin 
* * OK ok K 
Editor’s Note— 

“For after that in the wisdom of 
God the world by wisdom knew not 
God, it pleased God by the foolish- 
ness of preaching to save them that 
believe’’. I Cor. 121 

* x 


New York, June 9th— 

A year-long emphasis on education 
and action for peace will be spon- 
sored by the denominations cooperat- 
ine in the National Council of 
Churches. Announcement of the na- 
tion-wide program, to be begun July 
1, was made last week by Dr. R. H. 
Edwin Espy, New York, associate 
general secretary of the Council. 

Religious Newsweekly (NCC) 


* * * * * 


Editor’s Note— 


The backgrounds of all speakers 
participating in this program should 
be scrutinized. Already some “pilot” 
meetings have been held. If the 
speakers should prove to have def- 
inite left-wing connections the pat- 
tern will begin to unfold. There is 
a form of “peace” we must carefully 
guard against — a “peace” which 
plays into the hands of those de- 
termined to dominate the world. 


* 





NEW JERSEY 

The Session of the First Presby- 
terian Church of Lambertville, N. J., 
in the Presbytery of New Brunswick 
of the United Presbyterian Church in 
the U. S. A., meeting in regular ses- 
sion on June 7, 1959, unanimously 
passed the following resolution. 
Recognizing that we are but one 
small voice, we are yet compelled 
to speak in conscience and in loy- 
alty to our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. 


We deplore the action of the 
171st General Assembly in confirm- 
ing a man in a high ecclesiastical 


WCU, 


and educational position who is un- 
willing or unable to give an un- 
equivocal statement of his belief in 
the Virgin Birth of Jesus Christ. 
This issue is not one of academic 
freedom, but rather one of simple 
honesty and basic morality. Every 
presbyter in the United Presbyterian 
Church (clerical and lay) is required 
to confess that the Scriptures are 
the only infallible rule of faith. We 
do not hold that the Westminster 
Confession is a perfect document, 
but we believe it is to be corrected 
onlv to bring it into closer confor- 
mity with the Scriptures. To substi- 
tute private speculation for the 
truth of objective revelation is to 
destroy the character of our con- 
fessional church. If a man does not 
accept the plain teaching of the 
Scriptures and of our standards in 
good conscience, he should change 
his thinking or leave the Church. 
To admit a man who does not ac- 
cept the standards of the Church is 
to undermine the unity of the 
Church, to corrupt the purity of 
the Church, and is a perversion of 
the peace of the Church. 

J. Clyde Henry, Moderator 

Ellman R. Smith, Clerk 





NORTH CAROLINA 


Charlotte —(PN)— The Rev. 
Chester Alexander of Burlington was 
elected June 16 as moderator of the 
Synod of North Carolina meeting at 
Myers Park Presbyterian Church 
here. He succeeds the Rev. Kelsey 
tegen of Durham. 


A nominee to succeed Mr. Alex- 
ander next year was chosen by a 
three-way vote and a runoff. The 
election was the first in several 
years in which more than one man 
was mentioned for the post. 


J. B. Brewer of Rocky Mount was 
made nominee by the runoff by the 
vote, which pitted him against the 
Rev. Warner L. Hall, pastor of Cov- 
enant Church in Charlotte. Brewer 
is the first layman to be named 
moderator-nominee since 1956. 


The present moderator, the Rev. 
Mr. Alexander, is pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church in Burlington. 








Wilson —(PN)— A ground-break- 
ing ceremony for the new fellowship 
building was held at the First Pres- 
byterian Church here Sunday, June 
7, as a part of the morning worship 
service. 

The Rev. R. Murphy Williams, Jr., 
pastor, conducted the ceremony and 
was assisted by members of the 
church representing various groups 
and organizations. 


nel 


UcWeull 


The total cost of the new building 
is estimated to be $144,000. It will 
house the fellowship hall with a 
stage, as well as educational and ad- 
ministrative rooms. 

Approximately one-third of the 
building cost was given in memory 
of Mr. and Mrs. William Thomas 
Clark, long-time members of the 
church. The gift was presented in 
the names of David W. Woodard, Jr. 
and Romaine Clark Woodard in mem- 
ory of their maternal grandparents. 
David and Romaine are the children 
of Mr. and Mrs. D. W. Woodard. 








Raleigh —(PN)— A cornerstone 
laying ceremony for the first unit 
of the educational building of Hud- 
son Memorial Church was held Sun- 
day afternoon, June 14, on church 
property at the corner of Six Forks 
and Cranberry roads in Chestnut 
Hills. 

The Rev. Frank T. Lemmon, Jr., 
pastor of the church, spoke briefly. 
Various documents were placed in 
the cornerstone by representatives 
of committees and organizations of 
the church. 

Hudson Memorial was organized 
on Oct. 27, 1957 and now has 110 
members. The Rev. Mr. Lemmon is 
the first pastor of the church. 

Courtney S. Welton’s Sons of 
Richmond, Va., are architects for 
the project, which, it is estimated, 
will cost slightly over $100,000. 





NORTH CAROLINA 


Dunn —(PN)— Dunn Presby- 
terians unveiled a portrait of the late 
I. R. Williams, Sunday morning June 
14. Mr. Williams, Dunn lawyer and 
city attorney, was teacher of the 
Vanguard Sunday School class for 
32 consecutive years. 

The class commissioned a former 
Dunn resident, Connoly Pridgen of 
Troy, to paint the portrait. Speaker 
for the occasion was a close friend 
and associate, Attorney Franklin T. 
Dupree, Sr., of Angier. 





SOUTH CAROLINA 


Columbia—(PN)— The Rev. G. 
Dana Waters has resigned as pastor 
of Arsenal Hill Presbyterian Church 
in order to accept a call to the pulpit 
of Park Circle Presbyterian Church 
in North Charleston. He is to as- 
sume his new duties on Sept. 1. 

Mr. Waters has been in Columbia 
since 1956, and has been a leader 
in both community and church cir- 
cles. He was moderator of Congaree 
Presbytery last year, and has served 
as chairman of presbytery’s com- 
mittee on Christian education. He 


PAGE 16 / THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / JULY 1, 1959 























and Mrs. Waters have been codirec- 
tors of youth work for the presby- 
tery. He will continue as chairman 
of the synod’s committee on Chris- 
tian education. 


Mr. Waters was recently elected 
first president as the Presbyterian 
ministers’ association was organized 
in Columbia. He was the minister 
who organized the city-wide Good 
Friday service for Presbyterians, 
which has been well-received for two 
years. 


Last fall a committee was formed 
by 80 cooperating ministers to ar- 
range for the Billy Graham Crusade 
at Ft. Jackson, and Mr. Waters was 
elected to that steering committee. 


Arsenal Hill church has greatly 
strengthened under his leadership, 
according to officers and members of 
the church, and the church accepted 
his resignation regretfully. 


The Waters have three sons. The 
Rev. George Dana Waters, III, is 
pastor of the Tatnall Square Presby- 
terian Church in Macon, Ga. David 
L. is a rising sophomore at Presby- 
terian Colleye, and Samuel C. is in 
high school. Mrs. Waters is the for- 
mer Catherine Rebecca Yancey of 
Atlanta, Ga. 





Columbia —(PN)— Ten outstand- 
ing high school seniors from four 
states have received 1959 Founder’s 
Scholarships at Presbyterian College 
in Clinton, it was announced here 
this week. They were awarded these 
grants ranging up to $2,000 each 
for the four years of study at PC, 
on a competitive basis after partici- 
pating in the finals held on the 
campus in April. The scholarships 
were granted on the basis of char- 
acter, scholarship and leadership to 
these students entering Presbyterian 
College next fall: from Georgia, 
Judy Bolton of Winder, Rebecca 
Earnest and Ann Walker of Macon, 
Bobby Piephoff of College Park; 
from Florida, Beverly Butler of 
Bradenton; from North Carolina, 
Christine Wilson of Monroe; and 
from South Carolina, Don Bowling 
of Conestee, Mark Glenn of Sum- 
merville, George Reaves of Alcolu, 
and Barbara Way of Dorchester. 





TENNESSEE 


Nashville —(PN)— Mrs. George 
Taylor of our North Brazil Mission 
was scheduled to sail June 12 to re- 
turn to this country after complet- 
ing a three-year term of service as a 
teacher in that Mission. 


Upon arrival in the U. S. A. she 
will proceed to Aiken, S. C. 


Mrs. Taylor first went to Brazil 
in 1919 with her husband, the Rev. 
George W. Taylor, Jr. They served 
there until his death in January 
1936. Her resignation was accepted 
by the Board of World Missions in 
1937. She received her education 
at Converse College and Agnes Scott 
College. 
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FIFTEEN YEARS FROM NOW THERE MAY BE 
TWICE AS MANY GRADUATES 


What will be the quality of the education in 1970? 

One danger that confronts our country today lies in mediocrity. 

“If we fail in our hold upon quality, the cherished dream of 
universal education will degenerate into a nightmare,” says Presi- 
dent Robert Gordon Sproul of the University of California. 

Presbyterians have the obligation and the opportunity to make 
twenty-seven colleges and seminaries the best in the nation. 

Presbyterians wish quality educational institutions—quality stu- 
dents, quality faculty, quality programs, quality facilities, with 
adequate financing. 

Presbyterians insist that their educational institutions be openly, 
intelligently, and avowedly Christian. 

Presbyterians to maintain such institutions must be 

always concerned for their educational institutions 


ever liberal in their support by current benevolent and capital 
gifts and bequests 


continually willing to work and pray for their welfare 


HIGHER EDUCATION 
DIVISION OF HIGHER EDUCATION 
, BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
= PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U. §. 
2 BOX 1176, RICHMOND 9, VIRGINIA 


KEEP IT BRIGHT 








TENNESSEE 
Nashville —(PN)— The Rev. and 


Mrs. Robert E. Hoffman of our 
Korea Mission announce the birth 
of a daughter, Pamela Jane. She 
was born on May 18 in Chunju, 
Korea. 


Pamela Jane, who weighed 7 
pounds, three ounces at birth, and 
her mother, the former Marilyn June 
Veith of Philadelphia, Pa., were cared 
for at the Mission Hospital which is 
often called the “Medical Center’’. 


Mr. Hoffman, who was born in 
Syen Chun, Korea, is a graduate of 
the College of Wooster, Wooster, 
Ohio, and of Princeton Theological 
Seminary. He served churches in 
Wilmington, Delaware, and North- 
fork, West Va., before beginning his 
mission career in October, 1955. 


His wife is a graduate of Abing- 
ton Memorial Hospital, Abington, 
Pa., and the University of Penn- 
sylvania. She was a public health in- 
structor in a hospital in Delaware 
for two years before she went to 
Korea. The Hoffmans have two 
other children: Robert Mark, born in 
June of 1955, and Frank Timothy, 
born in February, 1957. 





TEXAS 


Houston —(PN)— Two sisters, 
Mrs. H. F. Lloyd and Miss Beulah 
Pearce, were honored June 14 for 
nearly 40 years teaching in the kin- 
dergarten of the Second Presbyterian 
Church here. 


An open house for the sisters was 
held in place of the usual evening 
service at the church. 


Mrs. Lloyd and Miss Pearce began 
teaching in the kindergarten of the 
church soon after they joined in 
1919 and will retire from the Sun- 
day school department on July 1. 


The two have taught nearly 2,000 
boys and girls. Mrs. Lloyd now has 
as one of her assistant teachers a 
woman who started as a 5-year-old 
in her class. She has also taught the 
assistant’s three children. 


One of Miss Pearce’s assistants is 
the wife of a member whom Miss 
Pearce taught at the age of 4. 


When they began teaching they 
had no formal training and used the 
Teachers’ Quarterly as a guide. Since 
that time they have gone to train- 
ing school every year. in 1953 the 
department was named a training 
center at the request of the Rich- 
mond, Va., offices of the Presby- 
terian Board of Christian Education. 
This was the first such training cen- 
ter in Texas. 


The sisters have held regular jobs 
besides working for the church. Mrs. 
Lloyd was employed in government 
service and Miss Pearce was a secre- 
tary at the Rice Institute. They have 
served under five ministers, includ- 
ing the Rev. Dan Baker who is now 
pastor of the church. 


Houston —(PN)— Faith Presby- 
terian Church of Pasadena held 
ground-breaking ceremonies for its 
new building Sunday, June 14. 


Construction of the first unit was 
authorized earlier in the week. The 
Rev. George C. Bradford is pastor of 
the church and M. E. Klencks is 
chairman of the building committee. 


The building will be on a five-acre 
lot in southwest Pasadena. C. Mar- 
ley Green and Charles McKim are 
the architects. 


Faith Presbyterian was organized 
in May, 1956 with 64 members. 
There are now 240 members. Serv- 
ices are held in Queens Elementary 
School. 


The first unit of the contemporary 
tesign will consist of an auditorium, 
classrooms and a kitchen. Ultimately 
it will be the fellowship building in 
the master plan. 


The cost of the first unit is esti- 
mated at $120,000. The completed 
plant will cost ©800,000. 





VIRGINIA 


Richmond —(PN)— Dr. Ernest 
Trice Thompson, moderator of the 
General Assembly, Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., will leave the United 
States July 2 for a six-week visit to 
mission fields in Brazil, and to take 
part in the meeting of the World 
Presbyterian Alliance in Sao Paulo. 


The trip will mark the forth time 
a moderator of the Southern Presby- 
terians has visited mission areas of 
the Church during his moderatorial 
year. Dr. Thompson will also be rep- 
resenting his Church officially at the 
Centennial celebration of the Pres- 
byterian Church of Brazil. These 
celebrations, marking the 100th an- 
niversary of the beginning of Pres- 
byterian work in the country, will 
center around Rio de Janerio. 


Dr. Thompson, who is professor of 
Church History and Church Polity 
at Union Theological Seminary, Rich- 
mond, will begin his Brazilian visit 
at Recife, where he will be the daily 
devotional speaker for the annual 
meeting of the North Brazil Mission. 
Following this 10-day period, he will 
tour missions in the three mission 
fields maintained in North, East and 
West Brazil by the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. 


In Sao Paulo, Dr. Thompson will 
be one of more than two dozen lead- 
ers of the Presbyterian Church, U.S., 
who will take part in the meeting of 
the World Presbyterian Alliance, in 
late July and early August. 


The Presbyterian moderator will 
return to the United States Au- 
gust 14. 





WEST VIRGINIA 


South Charleston — West Virginia 
Synod Churches last year showed 
gains in giving and membership, but 
there is mixed feeling about both. 


A report to the 46th annual meet- 
ing of the synod in the First Presby- 
terian Church disclosed opening of 
five new churches within the Blue- 
stone, Greenbrier and Kanawha Pres- 
byteries in 1958. This raised to 146 
the number of active congregations. 


Total membership increased from 
31,509 to 31,769. But at the end 
of 1958 there were 32 churches with 
pastoral vacancies, compared to only 
17 at the close of 1957. Between 
the two years, Sunday School en- 
— went from 27,110 to 27,- 

4, 


Rev. R. W. Kirkpatrick, Chairman 
of the Planning and Stewardship 
Committee, reported the synod’s be- 
nevolence budget for 1960 will be 
$344,336 for Assembly’s causes and 
oe aa for work in the Mountain 

ate. 


LETTERS 


THE EDITOR 














Sir: 


Good for you! Your reply to the 
critic from New Orleans who ques- 
tioned the space given to Billy Gra- 
ham was right to the point. We may 
take issue with you occassionally on 
some things but we are with you 
100% when you line up behind this 
modern-day prophet. 

Mrs. J. R. Bailey 


(WESTERN UNION) CONGRA- 
TULATIONS JUNE 17 ISSUE RUSH 
150 COPIES BILL ME. 


DR. HUGH RAMSEY 
BLOOMINGTON, IND. 


SIRS: 


I just received the June 17th issue 
. Dr. Bell’s editorial the best I 
have seen in print ... Any one that 
would protest this article forgets 
Hungary, Korea and China, and now 
Tibet, all too soon .. . this editorial 
without doubt should be greatest of 
year. 
Terrance Peterson 
Bradenton, Fla. 


SIRS: 


I wish everyone in the United 
States could read carefully and 
prayerfully the two editorials in June 
17th issue — “A Venture in Long- 
Range Reporting’ and “Crucified 
for What?” 

John J. Jones 
Waynesboro, Ga. 





DesMoines Christian Reformed 
Church, 50th St. and Hickman Road, 
DesMoines, Iowa 

June 11, 1959 


Dear Dr. Robinson, 


I was interested in your remarks 
in the Southern Pres. Journal in 


PAGE 18 / THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / JULY 1, 1959 





reg 
tha 
sen 
tha 
pre 
Gr 
bel 


it 
pre 


the 
fle 








regard to I Timothy 3:16. The fact 
that the RSV has He shows that no 
sense can be made out of ‘OS. Rather 
than return to THEOS the translators 
prefer to translate non-existent 
Greek. I am glad that you still 
pelong to the Un-United Presb. 
Church. I hope that you can keep 
it that way. 


It is interesting to note that in 
preaching on I Tim. 3:16, Professor 
Donald M. Baillie several times cites 
the first clause, “God manifest in the 
flesh,” OUT OF NAZARETH, pp. 
7c. 76, &. Ta 





TTeAI IATA IAI IAAI 


CRISES EXPERIENCES IN 
LIVES OF NOTED CHRISTIANS. 
V. R. Edman. Moody Press. 15c 


The articles in this series tell how 
God “satisfied the longing soul and 
filleth the hungry soul with good- 
ness.”” Dr. Edman says that Chris- 
tians are naturally reticent about 
relating their souls deepest exper- 
iences, yet Christians must speak of 


of response . . 


their comradeship with God. This lit- 
tle book shows that there is no way 
out save in utter surrender, a sur- 
render which results in a sense of 
divine immediacy, a sensitivity of 
spirit and simplicity of faith so that 
from that time on Christians ex- 
perience a new power in their lives 
and ministry. 





IN GREEN PASTURES. 
Merchant. Abingdon Press. 


Jane 
$1.50. 


Taking the 23rd Psalm as her 
theme, Jane Merchant brings to the 
reader warm and sensitive devotions 
in poetry and prayer. She begins 
each devotion with a selection of 
Scripture followed by a poem and an 
illuminating prayer. These devotions 
translate abstract needs into tangible 
situations that offer guidance to a 
more Christian outlook on life. There 
are 86 devotions in this volume. 





TEACHER’S NEW TESTAMENT. 
With Notes and Helps. John William 
Russell. Baker Book Company. $3.95. 


This is a helpful volume based on 
the American Standard Version of 
the New Testament. The Notes and 
Helps give a full and complete ex- 
planation of all the difficult passages 
of the New Testament. In addition 
the introductions contain in concise 
language and compact form a wealth 


of accurate information concerning 
the books of the New Testament. 
Anyone who reads this work will find 
his knolwedge of Scripture  im- 
measurably increased. Sunday 
School teachers will value this infor- 
mation-packed book. It places in the 
hands of each member of a study 
group a convenient commentary on 
every book of the New Testament. 





THE PSYCHOLOGY OF CHRIS- 
TIAN CONVERSION. Robert 0. 
Ferm. Fleming H. Revell. $4.00. 


This book is a study of the psychol- 
ogy of Christian conversion from the 
evangelical point of view. The writer 
presents a survey of the literature of 
conversion psychology, an analysis 
of classic and current conversion ex- 
periences, a study of some problems 
in the field and an inescapable con- 
clusion: Christian conversion is 
unique. The main thrust of the 
volume is that Christianity alone 
brings about a complete moral and 
spiritual transformation which con- 
forms to the Biblical definition. The 
author holds that while the psychol- 
ogist discovers a similarity of pat- 
tern in all conversion, Christian or 
non-Christian, the similarity does 
not preclude the uniqueness of the 
Christian’s experience. It does serve 
to confirm the fact that man is psy- 
chologically capable of experiencing 
conversion as a crisis. Man is fash- 


Do today’s Teenagers 
puzzle you? Have you won- 
dered about the bored in- 
difference of your Senior 
High group . . . their lack 


even the great truths of God? 
If these and other problems are bothering you, send 
for this FREE folder. In it you'll find a list of 23 teen- 
age characteristics . . . helpful hints on understanding 
teens. It will help you gear your teaching to meet their 
specific spiritual needs today. And you’ll learn how 
ScRIPTURE PREss Senior lessons are specially designed | 
to win teen-age hearts and loyalties to Christ. 


Teaching teens can become a thrilling experience 
with these freshly edited, skillfully prepared lessons 
that exalt the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord. 


Send for this FREE folder today. 


SCRIPTURE 
PRESS 


1825 College Avenue, Wheaton, Illinois 
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ioned for the gospel just as the gos- 
pel re perfectly fashioned for man’s 
need. 


The seven chapters in this volume 
are well written and should be of 
tremendous value to Christian pas- 
tors who should major in the field 
of conversion. Billy Graham has 
written an introduction to this vol- 
ume and points out that the author 
lifts Christian conversion from the 
limb of psychological transformations 
which take place on the human level 
and gives it its proper place as a 
supernatural experience. 

—John R. Richardson 





THE HOLY BIBLE, The Berkeley 
Version in Modern English. Gerrit 
Verkuyl, Ph.D. Zondervan Publish- 
ing House. $7.95. 


One of the most useful books on 
this reviewer’s desk is the Berkeley 
Edition of the New Testament trans- 
lated by Gerrit Verkuyl, published 
in 1945. This fresh translation add- 
ed many new insights into the rich- 
ness of divine revelation. Because 
of this fact we have looked forward 
to the translation of the Old Testa- 
ment. We are delighted that 1959 
has brought us this new translation 
into modern English. It is not just 
another revision. It is a completely 
new translation. Neither is it a 
paraphrase. Instead of paraphras- 
ine the translators offer brief notes 
related to the writings to clarify 
and give a sharper view of the mes- 
sage. 


The translators have employed 
language according to its choicest 
current usage. They have set forth 
weights, measures and monetary val- 
ues in modern terms so that the read- 
er does not need to be a linguist to 
understand the information. The 
editors have returned to dating but 
do not claim inspiration for their 
dates. They tell us that since the 
Bible mentions considerable dating 
and events did occur at certain times 
which are scripturally related one to 
another, the setting forth of dates is 
a justifiable practice. 


Where in the Old Testament He- 
brew, words were lacking or hard to 
decipher the translators have made 
use of available Greek or Aramaic. 
The Dead Sea Scrolls that contained 
passages from the Old Testament, 
they point out, speak volumes for the 
accuracy with which the ancient He- 
brew manuscripts were preserved 
and transcribed. And where those 
scrolls contain items that bear vitally 
on the translations, the translators 
have profited from consulting them. 


Young neople will enjoy this trans- 
lation: “Be mindful of your Creator 
in the days of your youth before the 
troubling days come and the years 
draw nigh when you will say ‘I do 
not enjoy them’.” (Ecclesiastes 12:1) 


Women will appreciate this trans- 
lation: “A wife with strength of 
character who can find? Far more 
precious than jewels is she. The 
heart of her husband trusts in her 


and he will never lack profit. She 
does him good and not harm all the 
days of her life. She seeks wool and 
flax and works with willing hands. 
She is like the merchant ships, she 
brings her food from afar.” (Psalm 
31:10-14) 


The preacher who revels in a great 
text will be delighted with this: 
“Who is this that comes from Edom 
with crimson-stained apparel from 
Bozrah? The One adorned in His 
apparel marching in the greatness 
of His might? It is I, the One speak- 
ing righteousness, mighty to save!’ 
(Isaiah 63:1) 


It does not take long for the read- 
er to see that this new work is schol- 
arly, yet easy to understand. The 
type is laree and clear and is present- 
ed in readable paragraph form. 


This work is advertised as “a beau- 
tiful, new easy-to-read Bible for the 
whole family’. This is an accurate 
appraisal and we believe it has a 
valuable contribution to make for 
Christians of all ages. 

—John R. Richardson 





THE NATURE AND MISSION OF 
THE CHURCH. Donald G. Miller. 
John Knox Press. $1.25. 


The church, says Dr. Miller is made 
up of all those whom the risen Christ 
has given His Spirit. It is the fel- 
lowship of those who believe in the 
Resurrection and to whom the living 
Christ is real. Amplifying this idea 
the author writes, “The church is the 
community of the resurrection, the 
fellowship of men in whom God’s 
Spirit dwells, the fraternity of the 
forgiven, the people who are called 
out of the world to belong to God 
in order that their corporate life 
may consist in His worship and 
service.” 


In the chapter that discusses the 
sacraments, Dr. Miller presents some 
lucid thoughts on the subject of 
infant baptism. He writes, “A child 
of Christian parents, baptized into 
the church by God’s action in the 
congregation of His people may be 
given God’s grace through the faith 
of the church whether he is aware 
of it or not. God’s action in our 
behalf is not limited to our faith 
nor to our consciousness of what 
is happening. To hold otherwise 
would be like saying when a baby is 
born nothing has happened because 
the baby does not know it or that 
nothing takes place when a mother 
feeds her child because the child 
does not know that she is his mother 
or that he is being fed.” 


The closing chapter on “The Unity 
of the Church” contains some 
thoughts with which we wholeheart- 
edly concur. Within this chapter, 
however, there are several paragraphs 
which are characterized by foggy 
thinking and the reader, therefore, 
should read these paragraphs with 
discrimination. The ten chapters in 
this book should lead the reader to 





a high appreciation of the church 
of Christ. It is clear-cut and straight- 
forward in presentation. Although 
somewhat sketchy at times, it is sug- 
gestive and should be helpful to 
ministers in preparation of sermons 
on the church and to groups in the 
church who desire a suitable text for 
a study on this subject. 

—John R. Richardson 





INSTITUTE OF THE CHRIS- 
TIAN RELIGION, Volumes I and II. 
John Calvin. Eerdman’s. 2 volumes 
$5.00, paper back. 


It is not necessary to elaborate on 
the virtues of Calvin’s Institutes. 
Many others have stretched the hu- 
man language in their efforts to 
the superlative worth of these two 
volumes. Dr. B. B. Warfield has 
said, “Even from the point of view 
of mere literarure, the Institutes 
hold a position so supreme in their 
class that everyone who would know 
the world’s best books must make 
himself familiar with this work. 
What Thucidides is among Greeks 
or Gibbon among 18th-century his 
torians, what Plato is among phil- 
osophers, or The Iliad among epics 
or Shakespeare among dramatists 
that Calvin’s Institutes is among the- 
ological treatises.” 


In 1509, just 450 years ago, John 
Calvin was born in Picardy, France. 
In 1559 the final definitive edition 
of his Institutes of the Christian Re- 
ligion was published. 1959 is thus a 
double Calvin anniversary year. In 
view of this the publisher has re- 
leased this attractive, low-priced, un- 
bridged paper back edition of Cal- 
vin’s famous Institutes. Anyone who 
wants to invest $5.00 wisely could 
do no better than purchase this time- 


less work. 
—John R. Richardson 





BILLY GRAHAM. George Burn- 
ham. Christian Readers’ Club, Di- 
vision of Good News Publishers, 75c. 


George Burnham spent many 
months in close association with Billy 
Graham in his home, in his office, 
on the golf course and other places. 
With real skill he captures the hu- 
man interest side of Billy Graham 
and his campaigns. In this condensa- 
tion of the larger work, Burnham 
shows the drama of God’s working 
through a man in fast-paced chap- 
ters. 





A DOCTOR’S CASE IN THE 
LIGHT OF THE BIBLE. Paul 
Tournier. Good News Pubilshers. 50c. 


This is a condensed book written 
by Dr. Tournier in which he discusses 
such subjects as the meaning of life, 
the meaning of disease, the instinct 
of sex and the meaning of death 
with a spiritual insight that is un- 
usual. Dr. Tournier practiced medi- 
cine in Geneva, Switzerland since 
1928. This is the latest of 5 books 
he has written and it has been trans- 
lated from the French language. 
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